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Historical Background  
 

Original version was written in Masbateno by Brgy Sec. Marilyn C. Mirasol and 

submitted by Punong Barangay Nicanor B. Brioso 

 

Do you know that the barangay we 
know now as Cawayan Exterior was not 
originally called ñCawayanò but ñPukdolò 
(swampy). Why?   
 

In the olden times, Barangay 
Cawayan Exterior was known to the early 
settlers specially those of its neighboring 
barrios like Bantigue (like itôs sitios Tinago 
and Sabang), Batuhan, Bolo, towards 
Magdalena, as Pukdol.   A small swamp 
which served as docking place for residents and people from nearby 
sitio/barangays/town, sailing out and in from the above mentioned places 
reachable by ñbarotoò (sailboat), ñcaskoò, ñsibidanò or ñparawò.   People ply this 
pukdol (swap) to sell their goods to nearby towns.  Though this small swamp is 
not even a kilometer long, it was then abundant in food like shrimps, crabs and 
prawns.  Fish like ñcasileò, ñpaloò, ñharu-anò and ñkikiroò were plentiful. 
 

Pukdol was also a popular place frequented by ñpara lastikoò(people who 
sling shoots), specially those who like to catch birds like ñnagasò, ñtalabongò and 
ñtulihawò.  There were also deers and wild pigs that are seen in the highest and 
biggest mountain in Cawayan known as Kilala.   
 

One day, Spaniards passed by and saw a lot of bamboo trees around 
pukdol.  In their amazement, they asked the locales the name of the place and 
they answered ñPukdolò.  A Spaniard pointed at the bamboos and said: ñthere are 
plenty of bamboos hereò.  Someone answered: ñOo, kawayan inaò (yes, those 
are bamboos).  The Spaniards thought that ñpukdolò is same as the word 
ñkawayanò (bamboo).  From then on, they named this place, Cawayan. 
 

When the place became populated, a Resolution was drafted and passed 
dividing the place into: Cawayan Exterior to refer to the place along the sea and 
Cawayan Interior to refer to the place on top of the hill/mountain.  
 
 
 
 

BARANGAY CAWAYAN EXTERIOR 
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Geographic Location 
 

Barangay Cawayan Exterior is a coastal barangay which is bounded by 
Sabang River, Bantigue in the North, Barangay Bolo in the south, Masbate Pass  
in the east and Barangay Cawayan Interior in the west. 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 
Land Area 

 
Barangay Cawayan Exterior has a 

total land area of 370.6520 hectares 
which represents 1.97% of the total land 
area of the City of 18,789.23 hectares.  

 
Land Use 
 

Barangay Cawayan Exterior is 
basically an agricultural community 
devoting 99.64% of its land use to 
agriculture as shown in Table 1. Other uses include Government (0.11) and 
Residential (0.25). Today with the roads constructed connecting Cawayan 
Exterior to its neighboring barangays, portions of agricultural land will surely be 
switched to commercial and residential purposes. This will be true in areas 
traversed by the road.  

GEOGRAPHIC PROFILE 

Figure 1: Map of Barangay Cawayan Exterior 
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Table 1 

Land Use 
Barangay Cawayan Exterior 

 

Land Use Area/Has % Share 

Residential 0.9228 0.25 

Commercial   

Government 0.4114 0.11 

Agricultural 369.3178 99.64 

Pasture 
Land 

  

Fish Pond   

All land 
uses 

370.6520 100% 

               Source: CLUP 2001-2005 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Figure 2 
 

Land Use Potentials 
 
 A large portion of land is suitable 
for agricultural purposes/ activities. It is 
being utilized for planting vegetable crops 
like cassava, eggplant, beans, okra, 
squash, camote tops, other root crops and 
legumes, which provides daily sustenance 
for families and additional livelihood. 
There are portions potential for forestry 
and fruit-bearing trees plantation. 
 
 The opening of coastal road is the 
cutting edge of progress in the barangay. It 
significantly leads to more land use potentials. One, it allows efficient delivery of 
goods to other barangays through its farm-to-market road. Second, is the influx 
of commercial establishments due to accessibility to nearby barangays. Further, 
it is utilized to facilitate easy transport of materials needed by the barangay for 

Land Use

0.92280.4114

369.3178

Residential Commercial Government

Agricultural Pasture Land Fish Pond

Corn Plantation 
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the implementation of significant infrastructure projects that lead to its socio-
economic advancement.  
. 
Political Subdivision 
 
 Barangay Cawayan Exterior is a coastal barangay. It is divided into seven 
(7) puroks supervised by councilors per purok with purok/ leader/ presidents. The 
number and name of each purok are as follows: Purok No. 1-Miape 27, Purok 
No. 2- Jamprawon 32, Purok No. 3- Jimelina 40, Purok No. 4 ïMangga 30, Purok 
No. 5 ï Bakhawan 30, Purok No. 6- Talisay 22 and Purok No. 7- Sampaloc 23. 
  
 
Natural Characteristics: (Physiographic and Slope) 
 
 Barangay Cawayan Exterior shared the cityôs general terrain of a surface 
configuration ranging from slightly undulating to rolling and from hilly to 
mountainous. It has a strongly sloping to rolling and hilly topography with good 
surface drainage and fair internal drainage. The natural cover is mostly cogon 
with few trees and secondary growth forest. 
 
 

Soil 
 
 The coastal rolling and 
mountainous area soil that embraces 
Barangay Cawayan Exterior is mostly 
Bolinao Clay Loam of about 400.63 
hectares, Himayangan Sandy Clay Loam 
of about 200.3 hectares and Hydrosol of 
about 200.33 hectares respectively. The 
solum of Bolinao Clay provides a good 
foothold for crops. The surface soil, being 
friable and fine granular clay loam, contains a fair amount of organic matter. It is 

easily prepared to good tilt under 
optimum moisture condition. The soil is 
sufficiently deep for planting any crop. 
  

The subsoil possessed a high 
water holding capacity because of its 
heavy texture, good granulation, and 
slight compactness. The internal 
drainage is fair due to its good 
structure.  Hydrosols type of soil are 
also found in this coastal barangay 

which is generally characterized by a brackish aqueous horizon of surface water 
ranging in depth 5 to 100 centimeters or more depending upon the rise and fall of 
the tide. Underneath this aqueous layer is the sub-aqueous horizon equivalent to 
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horizon ñAò in the normal profile. It is slimy, yellowish brown, grayish brown to 
gray, fine sandy clay, silty clay to clay with plenty of under composed organic 
matter. The depth ranges from 20 to 70 centimeters. The sub-aqueous layer is 
underlain by the basal or ñBò horizon of ashy gray, slimy, coarse candy clay from 
20 to 60 to more than 160 centimeters 
depth. The mangrove, nipa swamps and 
swamp areas of Barangay Cawayan 
Exterior fall under this type of soil. 
  
 
Hydrogeology  
 
 Generally, water supply of 
Barangay Cawayan Exterior is very hard. 
Since this is a coastal barangay, the water 
is geogically limestone in origin, it is found 
to be rich in lime. Construction of wells 
with depths greater than 20 meters in 
general is being dug in order for the constituents to have a good quality of water. 
However, proper care must be exercised hence these wells are susceptible to 
pollution caused by the activities of man, animals, birds and other creatures. 
 
 

Natural Resources (Coastal/Marine and 
Forest) 
 
 Barangay Cawayan Exterior is 
blessed with natural resources.  They 
have forest and coastal/marine resources. 
The forest resources are found mainly on 
the rugged slopes of the barangay. Some 
important commercial forest trees in the 
area are narra, acacia, gemilina, ipil-ipil, 

etc. Unfortunately, some areas were 
denuded for barangay road widening, 
opening of road and occupation of 
houses. There are areas being reforested 
and protected. In fact, a watershed will be 
established to secure the barangay with 
an ample supply of water. The trees 
plantation is niche for some fauna like 
snakes and birds and flora like wild 
orchids.  
 
The coastal/ marine area of Cawayan 

Exterior hosts to a wide variety of fishes, soft and hard 
corals, and other marine life creatures. Commonly found fish species are sardine, 

Community Level Water System 

Mangrove Area  
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milkfish, sigarid, terapon, stingray, needle 
fish, mullet, tuna, barracuda, shells and 
other species that are found in the sea of 
Masbate. The deployment of Bantay Dagat 
within the barangay secures the proper 
protection and management of their coastal 
resources.   
 

 
 
 
Barangay Cawayan Exterior has areas of 
mangroves. These mangroves serve as 
protection to sea-life creatures from flood, 
typhoon and other related risks. Before, 
most of its mangrove areas have been 
developed into fishponds, but some of 
these fishponds have been abandoned. 
There are few mangrove trees left outside 

fishpond areas, and fewer still in fishponds. The dominant species of mangrove 
trees still growing is miapi. A few bungalon and bakuan trees can be seen along 
riverine areas, but these are also under treat from over harvesting of branches 
for firewood. Because of the depletion of the mangrove forest, the present 
administration has established a mangrove area and is being protective under its 
local laws and ordinances.  
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Population Size, Number of Households, Average Annual Growth Rate 
 
 As of 2005, the total population of 
Barangay Cawayan Exterior stands at 965 
with 204 total number of households.  

 
Average annual population growth 

rate is 0.919% in 1995-2000 and projected 
to increase at 1.171% in 2000-2005 to 
1.093% in 2005-2010 (CDS, 2002). Annual 
growth rate mirrors an increasing trend due 
to a lot of populace in the area are shifting 
to coastal areas like this barangay with the 
opening of coastal road for livelihood opportunities and easy access to food 
necessity 

 

Table 2 
Number of Households by Purok 

Barangay Cawayan Exterior 

       Source: CBMS, 2005 
 
 

 The table above showed that 
Purok 3 has the highest household and 
highest population members of 181. On 
the other hand, Purok 6 has the lowest 
with 133 household members. 
 

The breakdown of ages in the 
barangay is reflected on t  he table below. 
 

Purok 
Purok Total 
Household 

Purok 
Total 
Members 

Purok Total 
Members 
 (Male) 

Purok Total 
Members 
(Female) 

Purok 01 27 119 60 59 

Purok 02 32 143 83 60 

Purok 03 40 181 81 100 

Purok 04 30 145 85 60 

Purok 05 30 143 74 69 

Purok 06 22 112 47 65 

Purok 07 23 122 70 52 

TOTAL 204 965 500 465 

DEMOGRAPHY 
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Table3 
Age Breakdown 

Barangay Cawayan Exterior 
 

Age Breakdown Total Population 

Infants Birth (less than 1 yr old) 29 

Children 0-5 yrs old 170 

Children 6-12 yrs old 212 

Households members 13-16 yrs old 96 

Households members 6-16 yrs old 308 

Households member 10 yrs old and above 675 

HH members of the labor force 326 

                    Source: CBMS, 2005 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Figure 3 
 
/ 
 

Based on the table above, age profile of the barangay shows that it has a 
very young population with only 326 members of the total households who are 
active in the labor force. 
 

 
Population Density 
 
 
 The actual population density of 
Barangay Cawayan Exterior is 260.35 
persons per square kilometer in 2005. It is 
projected to increase 346.57 persons per 
square kilometer in 2010 (CDS, 2002). 
Contributory factors on its increase are the 
urban populace shifting to rural areas like barangay Cawayan Exterior, due to 

Age Breakdown

29 170

212

96

308675

326

Infants Birth (less than 1 yr old)
Children 0-5 yrs old
Children 6-12 yrs old
Households members 13-16 yrs old
Households members 6-16 yrs old
Households member 10 yrs old and above
HH members of the labor force
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land constraints and high land prices as well as its opening of coastal road. 
Barangay Cawayan Exterior is one of the rural barangays that is in close 
proximity to poblacion.   
 
 
Fertility: Child-Woman Ratio  
 

Fertility rate refers to the number of 
children that the average woman will have 
in her lifetime. 
  
 A total fertility rate of 0.93 or 93 
children aged 0-40 to women of 
reproductive age (15-49 years old) child to 
woman ratio. This data indicate that it has 
a relatively lower fertility rate as compared to urban barangays and some rural 
barangays.  
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Roads 
 

Road is critical to development since 
it facilitates the mobility of products and 
people in the area and promotes economic 
activity.  

 
In Barangay Cawayan Exterior, 

roads are rough and graveled, some are 
unpaved and narrow. Concrete and 
elevated pathways interconnect different 
puroks. The coastal road is likewise rough 
and graveled. Road improvement is a top 
priority of the present administration. 
 
 
 

Port  
 
To facilitate the docking of 

motorboats especially during low tide, a 
45 meters length and 1.50 meters wide 
port located in Purok 2. The port can 
accommodate small motorboats coming 
from the different coastal barangays of the 
city and the neighboring municipalities of 
the province. 
 
 
 
 
Drainage and Sewerage 
 
 Drainage and sewerage are 
practically non-existent. All natural drains 
go directly to the sea. 
 
 
 
 
 

Other Infrastructures 
 

INFRASTRUCTURE AND UTILITIES PROFILE 

Cawayan Exterior Coastal Road 

Barangay Port  
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Table 4 
Other Infrastructures 

Barangay Cawayan Exterior 
 

INFRASTRUCTURE PUROK DESCRIPTION 

Barangay Hall 4 -1 storey concrete building 
-area (6.00mX9.00m=54sq.m) 

Barangay Plaza and Court 4 -area (11.70mX29.20m=341.64sq.m) 
-concrete stage, area (5.80mX3.00m=17.40sq.m) 
-10 sets concrete bench 

Church or Chapel 3 -semi-concrete 
-area (6.25mX10.60m=66.25sq.m) 

Day Care 1 -1 storey concrete building 
-area (6.20mX4.65m=28.83sq.m) 

Elementary School 7 TEEP and Marcos Type 

Health Center 3 -1 storey concrete building 
-area (4.90mX6.70m=32.83sq.m) 

Waiting Shed 2 -2 units 
-area (1.50mX3.00m=4.50sq.m) 
(2.50mX4.50m=11.25) 

Barangay Outpost 4 -light material 

Source: Office of the Barangay Captain 

 
 

 

Water 
 

Water supply within the barangay 
may be rated as poor to fair with the 
population largely dependent on shallow 
well, deep well and even springs and 
creeks. The waters from deep well areas 
are, in general, of good quality. Care must 
be exercised, however, in limestone 
formations where calcium carbonates are 
the major content. The aquifers are 
generally susceptible to pollution caused 
by the activities of man and animals. As reflected on the table 3, 41.70% or 85 
households donôt have access to safe water facility vis-à-vis drinking water. 

 
In order to promote the general well-being of the people, Level II or the 

community water system-shared was developed with spring (bukal) as its main 
source. This will ensure that the populace will have a source of drinking water 
that is accessible and potable. With this, the occurrence of water borne-diseases 
is expected to decrease particularly among children who are vulnerable to these 
kinds of diseases. 
 
 
 
  

Community Level Water System 
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Table 5 
Inventory of Water Facility 

Barangay Cawayan Exterior 
 

Type of water facility Total 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 

    Total 204 27 32 40 30 30 22 23 

Community water system-own 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 

Community water system-shared 118 15 12 24 11 23 17 16 

Deep well-own 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 

Deep well-shared 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 

Artesian well-own 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 

Artesian well-shared 1 1 0 0 0 0 0 0 

Dug/shallow well-own 4 0 0 1 1 0 1 1 

Dug/shallow well-shared 64 8 19 14 15 2 2 4 

River, stream, lake, spring, 
bodies of water 17 3 1 1 3 5 2 2 

Bottled water 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 

Others 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 
   Source: CBMS, 2005 

 

 
Table 6 

Access to Safe Water 
Barangay Cawayan Exterior 

 

PUROK Total  
Households 

Households 
W/ Access 

To SWS 

Percentage Household 
W/O Access 

To SWS 

Percentage 

01 27 16 59.26 11 40.74 

02 32 12 37.50 20 62.50 

03 40 24 60.00 16 40.00 

04 30 11 36.67 19 63.33 

05 30 23 76.67 7 23.33 

06 22 17 72.28 5 22.72 

07 23 16 69.57 7 30.43 

TOTAL 204 119 58.30 85 41.70 
     Source: CBMS, 2005 

 
 

 

Electricity 
 

The barangay has no MASELCO connection. The generator is the source 
of power supply which operates from 6:00 PM to 10:00 PM. The barangay has a 
total of 5 generator sets owned by private individuals as well as the barangay 
council that operates/serves all puroks. 
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Table 7 
Inventory of Electric Facilities  
Barangay Cawayan Exterior 

 

PUROK 
With 

Electricity 
Without 

Electricity 

1 5 22 

2 8 24 

3 13 27 

4 12 18 

5 1 29 

6 1 21 

7 1 22 

TOTAL 41 163 

                                               Source: CBMS, 2005 
 

 
Transportation 
 

Motorboat is the main mode of 
transportation between barangay 
Cawayan Exterior and poblacion. There 
are three (3) motorboats serving the 
populace in and out Cawayan Exterior. 
The barangay can now be accessed by 
private land vehicles because of the 
opening of coastal road. 

 
 

Communication 
 

Barangay Cawayan Exterior telecommunication is served by Globe and 
Smart. The barangay also makes use of the VHF hand-held radio. A satellite 
phone was provided by the city for barangay captain powered by Smartlink.  
 
 

Cemetery/Burial Grounds 
 
 Barangay Cawayan Exterior has no burial grounds. Some residents prefer 
to bury their dead on their vacant lot while others carry their dead in the old or 
new cemetery of Masbate City and the cemetery at Barangay Anas. 
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Solid Waste Management 
 
 The majority of solid wastes within the barangay are composed of 
household wastes, agricultural wastes like leaf litters and coconut husks and 
other biodegradable materials can also be 
found. 
 

 The wastes are often dumped or 
burned by residents in backyard pits. 
Those residing near the sea or along the 
coastline just dumped their garbage at the 
sea. Some dispose wastes literally 
anywhere. There are some households 
that practice recycling and composting. 
Compost wastes are used as fertilizers. 
 

 

 
 

 
 

ENVIRONMENTAL PROFILE 
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SUMMARY OF INDICATORS 
Barangay Cawayan Exterior 

 

Source: CBMS, 2005 

 
 

Area of 
Concern 

Indicator Number Proportion Rank 

          

Health 

1. Proportion of children 0-5 years 
old who died. 

0 - 12 

2. Proportion of women who died 
due to pregnancy related-cause. 0 - 13 

       

Nutrition 
3. Proportion of children 0-5 years 
old who are moderately and 
severely underweight. 

13 7.6 10 

       

Shelter 

4. Proportion of households who are 
squatters. 48 23.5 8 

5. Proportion of households with 
makeshift housing. 0 - 14 

       

Water & 
Sanitation 

6. Proportion of households without 
access to safe water. 

85 41.7 5 

7. Proportion of households without 
access to sanitary toilet facilities. 105 51.5 4 

       

Education 

8. Proportion of children 6-12 years 
old not in elementary. 

64 30.2 7 

9. Proportion of children 13-16 years 
old not in high school. 

72 75.0 2 

       

Income 

10. Proportion of households with 
income less than the poverty 
threshold. 

164 80.4 1 

11. Proportion of households with 
income less than the food threshold. 

131 64.2 3 

12. Proportion of households who 
eat less than three meals a day. 70 34.3 6 

       

Employment 
13. Unemployment Rate 

33 16.9 9 

       

Peace and 
Order 

14. Proportion of household 
members victimized by crime. 12 1.2 11 

POVERTY PROFILE 
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 The result of CBMS showed the top five (5) Minimum Basic Needs of 
Barangay Cawayan Exterior comprising of: 1) Proportion of households with 
income less than the poverty threshold; 2) Proportion of children 13-16 years old 
not in high school; 3) Proportion of households with income less than the food 
threshold; 4) Proportion of households with no access to sanitary toilet facilities; 
5) Proportion of households without access to safe water. 
 
 
Summary of Issues/Concerns and 
Challenges 
 

1. Proportion of household with 
 income less than the poverty 
threshold/ household with income 
less than the food threshold. 

 

¶ Encourage investors in the 
barangay to open new livelihood opportunities that will provide the 
residents job that will give them a permanent monthly income. 

¶ Provide capital for food processing projects and other small scale 
business. 

¶ Skills enhancement training for residents in preparation for job 
opportunities such as welders, mechanics, and other related works. 

¶ Intensification of seeds and animal dispersal with fertilizer and 
agricultural equipment. 

 
2. On proportion of households with no access to sanitary toilet 

facilities. 
 

Almost 51.50% or 105 households do not have sanitary toilet. This means 
that there is an indiscriminate dumping of human waste anywhere which may 
pose hazard to the health condition of the populace. In view of this, the 
barangay may allocate funds for this problem so that public or a private toilet 
should be constructed with common 
septic tank 

 
3. Proportion of children 13-16 

years old not in high school/ 
children 6-12 years old not in 
elementary 

 

¶ Grant scholarship to poor but 
deserving students.  

¶ Road improvement/concreting to 
facilitate the access of vehicles that would bring children to elementary 
school 


